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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Cojnmissioner of Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with the 
duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant is submitting herewith copies of 
the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 (modified) for consideration and to be 
made of record by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) in the above-cap tioned patent 
application. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider these references 
and that the Examiner indicate that the enclosed references have been considered in this 
application by returning a copy of the form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left 
column per MPEP 609. 

The European Patent Office (EPO) cited the enclosed references in a European 
Search Report dated March 12, 2004, for a counterpart application, and the EPO has 
indicated on the enclosed copy the relevance of each reference of the Search Report. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), Applicant believes that this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is submitted prior to issuance of a first 
Office Action on the merits. Therefore, no fees are believed due as a result of this 
submission. However, in the event of any variance between the fees determined by Applicant 
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and those determined by the PTO, please charge any such variance to undersigned's Deposit 
Account No. 02-0375. 



The Warner, Suite 1300 
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2400 
(202) 639-7700 (telephone) 
(202) 639-7890 (facsimile) 

JBA/dh 

Enclosures 
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APPLICATION NO. 
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10/693,450 
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Akihiro Matsunaga 




FILING DATE 


GROUP 


October 28, 2003 


To be assigned 



Z p *r"\ LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 
*i\ (Use several sheets if necessary) 



APR 0 S 2004 




FORM PTO-1449 (Modified) 
(REV. 7-80) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 
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5 


3 


3 


1 


8 


7 


8/6/85 


Kirkman 
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1/8/02 


Bestul et al. 









































































































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 



















































































































































































































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



European Search Report, dated March 12, 2004 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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